
Preface

In 1993, Gene Sharp, Professor of Political Science, published his extended essay
“From Dictatorship to Democracy” as “A Conceptual Framework for Liberation”.
His widely translated book could be read as a kind of manual to build up a better fu-
ture from eras of violence and suppression.

The volume at hand takes a closer look at the history of such transitions. It gathers
the presentations given at the symposium “From Dictatorship to Democracy” that
was held at the Memorial and Educational Site House of the Wannsee Conference
on September 13th and 14th, 2021, by invitation of the Research Project “The Berlin
Administration of Justice after 1945”. Renowned speakers from Italy, Japan, Poland,
Spain, and Germany discussed various paths from dictatorship to democracy that
haveworldwide been taken in the second half of the 20th century. The volume is com-
pleted by an account from South Africa. Thus, the volume covers legal and historical
developments on four continents. According to this wide scope, no less than four dif-
ferent languages are represented. Althoughmost of the papers arewritten in, or trans-
lated into, English, the editors respected the wish of some authors to stick to their
native language. In order to make the contributions more broadly accessible, the ma-
jority of the proceedings at the symposium are available at the website of the Re-
search Project “The Berlin Administration of Justice after 1945” (https://www.im-
nordsternhaus.de).

Both the symposium and the volume at hand have generously been funded by the
Department for Justice and Consumer Protection of the Senate of Berlin. The De-
partment, namelyMartin Groß, HendrikMaroldt, and Friederike Neike, has persis-
tently supported our research since 2018, accompanied by Katja Möhle and Mi-
chael Laubach of “zukunft im zentrum”, Berlin. Deborah Hartmann and her
teamwarmly welcomed the participants of the symposium at theMemorial and Ed-
ucational Site House of the Wannsee Conference. LucyWasensteiner and her team
made it possible to continue the discussions of the symposium in the famous garden
of the Liebermann Villa on Lake Wannsee on the evening of September 13th, 2021.
We acknowledge gratefully the dedicated assistance by our teams both at Free Uni-
versity and Humboldt University, in particular by Edward Berg, Lennart Birken-
thal, Sebastian Eller, Helen Klabe, Joachim Kummer, Anna Lanzrath, Susanne
Karoline Paas, Lilly Paeßens, and Juri Strauß. Florian R. Simon of Duncker &
Humblot immediately accepted the volume to be published within the series
“Schriften zur Rechtsgeschichte”. The publishing process at Duncker & Humblot
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was backed by Theresa Pyritz and Larissa Szews. Last but not least, we express our
deep gratitude to the authors of this volume.

Berlin, October 2023 Ignacio Czeguhn and Jan Thiessen
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