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EUROPE LOST -
VOICES ON CITIZENSHIP AND EXILE

By Massimo La Torre, Catanzaro®

I. Kidnapping Europe

Having to deal with exile and citizenship, we may remember how often Eu-
rope has been lost by those that most cherished her, how many times Europe
acted as a machinery that brought about a mass of stateless people and refu-
gees. People on the move, on the flight, “Die Flucht ohne Ende”, the flight
without an end, to use the title of one of Joseph Roth’s first novels.! Many voi-
ces, when not cries, could be here heard. From this angle two Spanish authors,
in particular, might be usefully employed as a reference for a fruitful discus-
sion. Irefer to Maria Zambrano’s and Max Aub’s memories and writings. I be-
lieve they both have a lot to say to us on these two issues that are once again
central in the European political debate. They both wrote about the Europe
taken hostage by totalitarian forces at the end of 1930s: El rapto de Europa,
“Europe kidnapped”, is a theatre piece by Aub composed 1945, where he
dramatized the attempts of a brave group of resistants led by Vivian Fry to
help people to escape from Marseilles to America.? And in the 1940s Maria
Zambrano wrote a booklet La agonia de Europa, “Europe’s Agony”, that is
also aresponse totherhetoric of a united Europe then spread over by National
Socialists whose suggestive echo we find in two pamphlets composed by a
Swedish legal theorist, Karl Olivecrona, England eller Tyskland, “England
or Germany”, 1940, and Amerika och Europa, “America and Europe”, 1942.

La agonia de Europa by Zambrano, or El rapto de Europa by Aub, have very
little, or just nothing, to do with what one a few years later would read in a
book of the same title, El rapto de Europa once more, published 1954 by
Luis Diez del Corral, himself like Zambrano a student of Ortega y Gasset,
but a faithful disciple, at least as for the analysis of Europe’s decadence,
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1 Joseph Roth, Die Flucht ohne Ende, Miinchen 1927.

2 See V. Frey, Assignment: Rescue. An Autobiography, with an Introduction by
Albert O. Hirschman, New York 1968.
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