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1. Introduction

“[F]reedom means that the other thing with which you deal is a second self – so that 
you never leave your own ground but give the law to yourself.”1

“[L]iberty is the distinguishing feature of man. To renounce one’s liberty is to re-
nounce one’s manhood.”2

Hegel frequently declares his philosophy as a whole to be a “philosophy of 
freedom.”3 But, perhaps, the time is ripe – for both the Left and Right Hegeli-
ans – to stand Hegel on his head once more. This time, for his professed differ-
ence from the Greek conception of freedom, in particular, Plato’s account of 
freedom. In the Lectures on the History of Philosophy Hegel chastises Greek 
ethics as being deficient in the recognition of “subjectivity”, contrasting Rous-
seau as the promoter of “the principle of the conscious free will of individuals.”4 
Hegel’s criticism of what he regards as the subjugation of individual freedom in 
the Greek conception of freedom is analogous to the “notorious criticisms” He-
gel’s political thought has received: that in his account of freedom, individual 
liberty is subordinated to the powers of the state.5 Hegel’s conception of freedom 
has been criticized as “anti-individualism”, disregarding the claims of individual 
natural right, relegating the individual as a mere contingent manifestation in 
contrast to what is truly real, which is a supra-individual “ethical substance.”6 
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