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I. Introduction

In this paper I will examine the aspect of transitional justice by focusing onwhat is
called the “comfort women” issue in Japan from a gender perspective.1 I will touch
upon three points. First, I will discuss the reason why I will refer to the “comfort
women” issue as an example of transitional justice, then I will describe the efforts
taken towards compensation and reconciliation, and finally, we will examine the fu-
ture challenges.

It should be noted that the term “comfort women” issue is used by the Japanese
government and within academia for historical reasons.

II. “Transitional Justice” and the “Comfort Women” Issue

1. The “Comfort Women” Issue as an Issue of “Unfinished Justice”

In East Asia today, the way “transitional justice”2 is discussed varies considerably
from country to country. In Korea and Taiwan, for instance, it is discussed as a prac-
tical issue related to these countries’ historical paths. In Japan and China, transitional
justice is considered to be an issue concerning countries and regions such as Latin
America, SouthAfrica, or South-East Asia – in other words: “other people’s affairs”3.
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